program staff for the stated purpose of making the Follow Through studies more relevant to program operations. Undoubtedly, another factor was displeasure of the staff with a recent large evaluation of the impact of Follow Through services on student development, reflecting a frequent pattern of program office/evaluation office tension (noted in the final section of this paper) .
In addition to the handicapped, vocational, and Follow Through evaluation activities, OE's evaluation function had been decentralized in several other ways, even before the new ED was created. The evaluation office, for example, has invited the participation of program managers in all major decisions affecting evaluations in their respective program areas. The evaluation planning process, described in the following section, relies heavily on the judgments and recommendations of program managers. The importance of this consultation is in some senses highlighted by the increase in statutory set-asides of annual program appropriations for national evaluations. The Emergency School Aid Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-318) specified a set-aside of up to 1 percent of annual appropriations for national program evaluations. Two years later, the 1974 reauthorization of ESEA Title I authorized up to one-half of 1 percent of annual Title I appropriations for program evaluation and studies.  In a slightly different pattern, the 1974 reauthorization of ESEA Title VII established a new "Part C - Supportive Services and Activities" to be administered by the HEW Assistant Secretary for Education. The 1978 amendments to Part C authorized studies that are clearly evaluative in nature, including studies of Title VII effects on students with language proficiencies other than English and of methods for identifying students to be served by Title VII projects. Because the statute assigned administrative authority for Part C to the HEW Assistant Secretary for Education, the OE evaluation office was only one of four offices that has in the past several years reviewed plans for bilingual activities; the other offices have been the OE Office of Bilingual Education, HIE (since it is given specific statutory responsibilities under Part C), and NCES (since it conducts statistical studies supporting Title VII) . Under the new Department of Education, the Part C coordinating function is being carried out by the Office of Bilingual Education and Minority Language Affairs.r local and state evaluators1 reports and the comments of                                   if
